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times the total privation — of the dearest of the senses, — 
that through which the spirit of man is wedded to the lovely 
forms of the visible universe. At intervals, for some j^ears 
before he commenced his historical labors, for him, as for 
the kindred genius by whose example he tells us he took 
courage, — 

" Seasons returned! bit not for him returned 
Day, or the sweet approacli of even or morn, 
Or sight of vernal bloom, or summer's rose, 
Or flocks, or herds, or human face divine." 

But he went from his darkened chamber and his couch of 
pain to his noble work, as a strong man rejoicing to run a 
race. A kind Providence at intervals raised the veil from 
his eyes, and his sweet resignation and heroic fortitude 
turned his trials into a blessing. His impaired sight gave 
him concentrated mental vision : and so he lived his great 
day, illustrious without an enemy, successful without an 
envier ; wrought out his four historical epics to the admira^ 
tion of the age ; and passed away at the grand climacteric, 
not of years alone, but of love and fame. 

" Tdv Trepi MoiJa* kftXTjae, 6i6ov <5' iiyadov re kokov re* 
O^dcAfiCiv jiiv &iupae, Siiov 6' ^Sslav uotdrp>." 



SPECIAL MEETING. 

A special meeting of the Society was held this even- 
ing (Thursday, the 24th of February), at the residence 
of Hon. Edvpard Everett. 

In opening the meeting at half-past seven o'clock, the 
President remarked, that the evening had been selected 
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without reference to any particular date, but rather to 
conform to the convenience of the distinguished host of 
the occasion (Mr. Everett), who had found a leisure 
moment, amid his engrossing avocations, to invite the 
Society to visit him in his noble library. It had, indeed, 
been contemplated, at one time, to hold the meeting on 
the evening of Washington's Birthday ; but the officers 
of the Society were unwilling to deprive themselves or 
others of the opportunity of attending the interesting 
celebration of that anniversary by the Mercantile- 
Library Association. "We were still near enough to 
that anniversary, however, to render any remarks or 
communications in relation to it entirely appropriate 
and acceptable. 

Before calling upon others, Mr. Winthrop said it 
might be expected of him to allude, in a few words, to 
one or two events of recent occurrence within the circle 
of our Resident or Honorary Membership. He regret- 
ted to remind the Society that another vacancy had been 
created on the resident list by the death of Mr. Edward 
A. Crowninshield, one of their most recently elected 
associates. His valuable collection of books and papers 
connected with American history has long been known 
to us ; and it was confidently hoped, on his late return 
from Europe, that his health was sufficiently re-esta- 
blished to allow him to co-operate with us, for some 
years to come, in promoting the objects of our Society. 
But an insidious disease had suddenly terminated his 
career ; and we had only the melancholy duty of adding 
his name to the list of those who had been too early lost 
to our Association and the community. 
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In turning to a different department of our roll to 
afiix the significant asterisk to the name of one of our 
most distinguished foreign Honorary Members, we 
could have no such regrets for a life cut short, or for 
any failure in the fulfilment of the largest hopes and 
expectations. Mr. Henry Hallam, the tidings of whose 
death, on the 2 2d of January last, had reached us a few 
days since, had passed the full term of fourscore years, 
and had left abundant and illustrious memorials of a 
life-long devotion to historical labors. 

The President said he would gladly offer the most 
cordial tribute of respect to the memory of this admi- 
rable historian, whose personal kindness he had the 
privilege of partaking many years since in London, and 
to whom we were all indebted for the noblest and 
justest exposition of the gradual development of those 
great institutions and principles which lie at the basis of 
American as well as of English liberty and law. But 
such a tribute would be more worthily paid by others. 

He would only add, that the coincidence of two such 
deaths as those of Hallam and Prescott, within a single 
week of the same month of the same year, on different 
sides of the Atlantic, could not fail to mark an era 
in the annals of historical literature ; and that Old 
England and New England — the mother and the 
daughter — might not unnaturally be found interchan- 
ging sympathies on the almost simultaneous loss of 
those who have been so honored as historians, and so 
esteemed and beloved as men. 

Mr. Everett, asking the indulgence of the Society 
for a few moments, that he might pay an unstudied 
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tribute to the memory of one whom he might venture 
to call his friend, spoke as follows : — 

I am very glad, sir, that you have called the attention of 
the Society to the loss they have met, in the death of their 
honored associate, Mr. Hallam. I am aware that it is not 
the practice of the scientific and literary bodies in England 
to take a contemporary notice of the decease of their foreign 
members. It is the custom, however, at the close of the 
year, for the president of those societies to deliver an ad- 
dress, of which an obituary notice of the members, both 
resident and foreign, who have deceased in the course of the 
year, forms an important part. I should be pleased to see 
that custom introduced here ; certainly while the chair of our 
Society is filled as it now is : and in the mean time, as there 
is otherwise no opportunity of doing it, I fully concur with 
you in the propriety of taking a respectful notice of the de- 
cease of our distinguished honorary associate just mentioned. 
I feel that it must be the spontaneous will of every member 
of the Society to pause for a moment upon an event of so 
much interest in itself, and rendered peculiarly afiecting by 
its coincidence with our own recent domestic loss. That two 
such lights of the literary firmament, shining in the same 
department of polite letters, — the one in Europe, the other 
in America, — should be extinguished within a few days of 
each other, is surely an occurrence not to be passed over 
without a respectful notice in a Society of which they were 
both members, — co-members with ourselves. Having, while 
I lived in England, been honored with the intimate acquaint- 
ance, I may venture to say the friendship, of Mr. Hallam, and 
with his correspondence since my return, I am sure that you 
Avill indulge me for a few moments in an unstudied tribute to 
his memory. 

It would be wholly superfluous, before the members of this 
Society, to dwell at length on the literary reputation of Mr. 
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Hallam. After the last of the three great historians of the 
eighteenth century in England had passed away, historical 
studies in that country seemed to be in abeyance. They could 
hardly be said to have commenced in this country. Many 
valuable works in the department of ancient and modern 
history — a few of them on this side of the Atlantic — were 
produced; but nothing to be named by the side of Hume, 
Gibbon, and Robertson. At length, after mature preparatory 
studies, and being then forty years of age, Mr. Hallam, in 
1818, published his first, and, in the opinion of some persons, 
his ablest work, — "A View of the State of Europe in the 
Middle Ages." This work — without, perhaps, an equal 
attractiveness of style with either of the three great writers 
just named — is, in some important respects, of higher 
merit than either. The erudition is sounder and more 
critical than that of Gibbon, though with a smaller display 
of learned authorities, many of which, in the lapse of near a 
century, have become obsolete. It is a still greater merit, 
that Mr. Hallam's work — that all his works — are wholly 
free from the taint of irreverence that poisons Gibbon's 
magnificent and truly monumental history. Mr. Hallam's 
history far transcends Hume in extent, and accuracy of 
research ; in a knowledge of the jurisprudence, not only 
of England, but of the Continent ; and in conscientious 
dealings with his authorities, — in which Hume, partly from 
indolence, is far from being exemplary. In all the qualities 
of a first-rate historian, Mr. Hallam is superior to Robertson, 
with the single exception of a certain winning ease and 
lucid flow of style, by which you are so delightfully borne 
along, in the pages of the illustrious Scotchman. Mr. Hal- 
lam's " History of the Middle Ages " immediately assumed, 
and has ever maintained, the character of a classical work. 

After an interval of nine years, the " Constitutional History 
of England, from the Beginning of the Reign of Henry the 
Seventh to the Close of the Reign of George the Second," 

27 
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was published by Mr. Hallam. This, too, is a work of 
standard excellence. Discussing questions which at that 
time, more than now, divided opinion in England, Mr. 
Hallam's views did not, in all points, command universal 
assent. By the Tory journals and the Tory politicians, it 
was characterized as the work of " a decided partisan." 
Such has not been the verdict of the generation which has 
filled the stage since it appeared ; such, in all probability, 
will not be the verdict of after-time ; such, I am sure, will 
not be the light in which it will be viewed in this country. 
Here it will be regarded — as you have justly intimated, 
sir — as expounding the true principles of constitutional 
law for all representative governments. Mr. Hallam's work 
afforded what was greatly wanted, — a correction of the politi- 
cal system of Hume. It is owing, I am confident, in no small 
degree, to the gradually spreading influence of Mr. Hallam's 
" Constitutional History," that the theoretical Toryism of 
former times has almost wholly disappeared in England. 
His work, I am inclined to think, is generally accepted as 
an accurate exposition of the true principles of the British 
Government. It has been often said, — and never, to my 
knowledge, contradicted, — that it was from this work, under 
the guidance of the late Lord Melbourne, that the present 
Sovereign of England received her education in the constitu- 
tion of the empire, of which she was one day, with rare union 
of manly vigor and female gentleness, to wield the sceptre. 

The " Introduction to the Literature of Europe for the Fif- 
teenth, Sixteenth, and Seventeenth Centuries," was published 
twelve or thirteen years later, and when the author was about 
sixty years of age. This, with the exception of a supple- 
mentary volume of notes to his " History of the Middle Ages," 
was his last work. It was prepared under a cloud of sorrow. 
It is a work of stupendous erudition; but, from its encyclo- 
pedic character, is of unequal execution. There is, however, 
no quackery in it. It is not, like some similar works, a mere 
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compilation from former writers ; but it is the fruit of original 
reference, and that, too, frequently in unfamiliar quarters. 
When, in following the course of classified inquiry, he has to 
speak of an author whom he has not read, he tells you so ; 
and, when he expresses an opinion as his own, you know it 
is his own, — the fruit of his own inquiry and speculation. 
A striking instance of the wide range of his reading occurs 
to me at the moment. He was the first to point out the 
remarkable similarity between the celebrated passage on 
the Universality of Law, at the close of the first book in 
Hooker's " Ecclesiastical Polity," with a passage in the now 
nearly forgotten work of the Jesuit Suarez, " De Legibus 
et Deo Legislatore." Impartiality, good sense, pure, taste, 
freedom from all extravagance, and a clear and significant 
though not brilliant style, are everywhere manifested in 
the " Introduction," as indeed in all the works of Mr. Hallam. 
In his personal history there is little to record. He was 
educated to the law, but never, I believe, went into court. 
He regarded his legal studies, however, as very important, 
— as qualifying him to write the " Constitutional History of 
England." He speaks with emphasis of Hume's deficiency 
in this respect ; though treating his great predecessor with 
commendable impartiality, considering the decided antago- 
nism of their political views. In his family relations, he was 
at once the happiest and unhappiest of men : the happiest, 
in being the father of two sons, of the rarest endowments 
and brightest promise ; unhappiest, in being bereft of them 
on their entrance into life. Arthur died at the age of twenty- 
two, and Henry at the age of twenty-six ; leaving their poor 
father broken-hearted, but for the hope of a re-union in a 
better world. Henry it was my good fortune to become 
acquainted with, in 1843, at the rooms of our countryman Mr. 
Bristed, in Trinity College, Cambridge ; and an interesting 
memoir of this most hopeful and amiable young man, from 
the pen of Mr. Bristed, has been reprinted in England. One 
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trait of noble feeling and sentiment has been related to me 
of him. When Sir Robert Peel tendered to Mr. Hallam the 
laudable title of Baronet, he said he would be governed by 
his son's wishes. Henry, on being consulted, said, that, as 
far as his feelings were concerned, he was content to be 
known as the son of Henry Hallam, — a name to which no 
title could give added dignity. 

Mr. Hallam, like all the popular authors of England, was 
more extensively read, in proportion to the population, in 
this country, than at home. In 1848, he received the title 
of Doctor of Laws from Harvard College ; and not till the 
same year, from his own Oxford. About the same time, he 
was elected an Honorary Member of our Association. You 
will permit me, perhaps, to read — the Society, I think, will 
be gratified to hear it — the official letter written by Mr. 
Hallam in acknowledgment of his degree : — 



Clifton, Oct. 26, 1848. 

My deab Mb. Everett, — It has given me the greatest satis- 
faction to receive the Diploma of the Senate of Harvard College, 
conferring on me the high honor of Doctor of Laws, — an honor 
even enhanced by the eulogy which, through the medium of a very 
classical Latinity, that distinguished body has been pleased to bestow 
upon my several publications. 

I have already, in the present year, received a similar distinction 
from my own University, — that of Oxford. It will be my pride, for 
the remainder of my days, to reflect, that not only at home, where I 
might better expect it, but in a land which it has not been permitted 
me to visit, my labors in the field of literature, deficient as I feel them 
to be, and perhaps unequal to what J once hoped to have been their 
extent, have obtained a reward of public approbation so ample and so 
honorable as has been allotted tq them, The admiration of literary 
merit — and I must not now be understood as referring to myself — 
has become, of late years, very characteristic of America : it displays 
itself with a noble, and, we may say, juvenile enthusiasm, which we 
are far from equalling in Europe, Nothing is more likely to main- 
tain that national affection, between those who spring from common 
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ancestors and speak common language, which every wise and good 
man, on each side of the ocean, desires to see. 

I request you to return my sincere thanks to the Fellows of Harvard 
College. To yourself, I need not say that I am peculiarly indebted, 
not only for the share you have had in conferring this honor upon 
me, but for many testimonials of your friendship during the too short 
period of your residence in Great Britain. 

Believe me, my dear Mr. Everett, very faithfully yours, 

(Signed) Henet Hallam. 



Mr. Everett then offered the following resolutions ; 
which, haviQg been seconded by Mr. Ticknor, — who 
favored the meeting with interesting reminiscences of 
his acquaintance with the distinguished historian, — 
were unanimously adopted : — 

Resolved, That the members of the Massachusetts 
Historical Society have, with deep sensibility, received 
the intelligence of the death of their honored associate, 
Henry Hallam, in a mature and venerable age ; that 
they highly appreciate his distinguished merit as an 
historian ; that they reverence his impartiality, inflexi- 
ble adherence to historical integrity, and his unswerving 
devotion to the cause of truth, justice, and civil liberty. 

Resolved, That the President of the Society be re- 
quested to transmit an attested copy of this resolution 
to the family of Mr. Hallam, with the assurance of our 
respectful sympathy with them in their bereavement. 

After the adoption of the resolutions, the President 
said, that, among the distinguished guests whom Mr. 
Everett had invited to honor us with their presence, 
there was more than one upon whom he would gladly 
call, if it were within the usages of the occasion, or the 
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privileges of the Chair. He was happy, however, to 
recognize a gentleman whose name had long been on 
our rolls, and who was at this moment the President 
of the Historical Society of a sister State, — a State 
which dated back to an even earlier settlement than 
that at Plymouth Rock. The Society would hardly 
excuse him for delaying longer to present to them 
our honorary associate, — the Hon. William C. Rives, 
of Virginia. 

Mr. Rives, in responding to the allusion made to him 
by the President, expressed his cordial acknowledgment 
for the very kind manner in which he had been wel- 
comed into the bosom of the Society, and said, — 

I beg leave to assure you, Mr. President, and the gentle- 
men of the Society, that I esteem it a very high privilege 
to be present at a social as well as business meeting of the 
Massachusetts Historical Society, — a Society which, whether 
we consider the variety and value of its collections, the 
distinguished character of its members, including many who 
have contributed to make, as well as write, the history of their 
country, or the admirable order and system in all its operar 
tions and arrangements, is the model institution of its kind 
in America. 

You have been pleased, Mr. President, to allude to Virginia 
as the elder member of our great national family. In a 
country where, happily, we have no laws of primogeniture, 
the circumstance of seniority is of but little worth. It is not 
he who was first born to his inheritance, but he who has 
made the greatest advances in its improvement and develop- 
ment, that deserves the greatest honor ; and, in this respect, 
you have given us many examples we shall be proud to 
follow. AVhat specially gratifies me is, that you recognize 
the familv tie. 
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The time was when we were all Virginians, — you, North 
Virginia ; we. South Virginia. Although we have no longer 
our original common name, we have common sentiments and 
recollections, as well as common interests, still to unite 
and bind us closely together. Having had the good fortune, 
for several successive years, to be in Boston on the Birthday 
of Washington, I cannot deny myself the satisfaction of say- 
ing, that nowhere have I ever seen honors rendered to the 
memory of the great son of Virginia with a more heartfelt 
and enthusiastic homage than here by the citizens of Mas- 
sachusetts, or heard his unrivalled character and virtues 
celebrated in nobler strains of eulogy than by the eloquent 
sons of Massachusetts. 

Mr. Sparks communicated the following letter from 
Governor Hutchinson to Lord Dartmouth : — 

Governor Hutchinson to Lord Dartmouth. 

Boston, Nov. 15, 1773. 
... At present, the spirits of the people in the town of 
Boston are in a great ferment. Every thing that has been in 
my power, without the Council, I have done, and continued to 
do, for the preservation of the peace and good order of the 
town. If I had the aid which I think the Council might give, 
my endeavors would be more effectual. They profess to disap- 
prove of the tumultuous, violent proceedings of the people : 
but they wish to see the professed end of the people, in such 
proceedings, attained in a regular way; and, instead of joining 
with me in proper measures to discourage an opposition to 
the landing and sale of the teas expected, one and another 
of the gentlemen of the greatest influence intimate, that the 
best thing that can be done to quiet the people would be 
the refusal of the gentlemen, to whom the teas are consigned, 
to execute the trust ; and they declare they would do it, if 
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it was their case, and would advise all their connections to 
do it. 

Nor will they ever countenance a measure which shall 
tend to carry into execution an Act of Parliament which lays 
taxes upon the Colonies for the purpose of a revenue. The 
same principle prevails with by far the greater part of the 
merchants, who, though, in general, they declare against mobs 
and violence, yet they as generally wish the teas may not be 
imported. 

Mr. Sparks also read the following extracts from a 
diary kept in Boston during the period of the Boston 
Port Bill and of the destruction of the tea : — 

Uxtracts from an Original Diary by Thomas Newdl. Boston,, 

1773, 1774. 

Diary op 1773. 

Nov. 2. — A number of printed handbills were posted up 
at the corner of most of the streets in town, desiring all the 
Sons of Freedom to meet at the Tree of Liberty on Wednes- 
day, Nov. 5. 

;fjov. 5. — Town-meeting concerning what to do with the 
consignees of tea. At said meeting, a Committee was chosen 
to wait on the consignees. Their answer was such, that the 
town voted that it was daringly affrontive to the town. 

jfov. 17. — This evening, a number of persons assembled 
before Richard Clark's, Esq., one of the consignees of tea. 
They broke the windows, and did other damage. 

j^ov_ 18. — Town-meeting. A Committee was appointed to 
acquaint the tearcommissioners it was the desire of the town 
that they would now give a final answer to their request ; 
viz., whether they would resign their appointment. Upon 
which they sent into the town the following letter ; viz., — 
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" Sib, — In answer to the message we have this day received from 
the town, we beg leave to say, that we have not yet received any 
orders from the East-India Company respecting the expected teas: 
but we are now further acquainted, that our friends in England have 
entered into penal engagements in our behalf, merely of a commercial 
nature ; which puts it out of our power to comply with the request 
of the town. 

" We are, sir, your most humble servants, 

"Richard Clark and Sons. 
Benj. Faneuil, Jun., for self and 
Joshua Winslow, Esq. 
Elisha Hutchinson, for my bro- 
ther and self. 
" Hon. John Hancock, Esq., Moderator of Town-meeting 
assembled at Faneuil Hall." 

The answer was voted not satisfactory, and the meeting 
was immediately dissolved. 

Nov. 28. — Captain Hall, from London in eight weeks, 
brought 114 chests of the so much detested East-India Com- 
pany's tea. 

Nov. 29. — This morning, the following notification was 
posted up in all parts of the town ; viz., — 

" Friends, Brethren, Countrtmen, — That worst of plagues, 
the detested tea shipped for this port by the East-India Company, is 
now arrived in this harbor. The hour of destruction, or manly 
opposition to the machinations of tyranny, stares you in the face. 
Every friend to his country, to himself, and posterity, is now called 
upon to meet at Faneuil Hall, at nine o'clock this day (at which time 
the bells will ring), to make a united and successful resistance to this 
last, worst, and destructive measure of administration." 

The people accordingly met at Faneuil Hall, and voted 
that the tea, now arrived in Captain Hall, shall be returned 
to the place from whence it came, at all events. The hall 
could not contain all the people, and they immediately 
adjourned to the Old South Meeting-house. 

28 
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It was voted that a watch be appointed, to consist of 
twenty-five men. Captain Proctor was chosen to be captain 
of the watch for this night. Then the meeting was adjourned 
to the next morning at nine o'clock. 

Nov. 30. — This morning, the people met according to 
adjournment. The Governor sent a proclamation, command- 
ing all people there assembled forthwith to disperse, and to 
cease all farther unlawful proceedings, at their utmost peril. 
After it was read by the Sheriff, there was immediately a loud 
and very general hiss. A motion was then made, and the 
question put, whether the assembly would disperse, according 
to the Governor's requirement. It passed in the negative. 
At night, the meeting was dissolved. 

Dec. 2. — Captain Bruce, eight weeks from London, with 
116 chests of that detestable tea. 

Dec. 14. — The following handbill was posted up ; viz., — 

" Friends, Brethren, Countrymen, — The perfidious art of your 
restless enemies to render ineffectual the late resolutions of the body of 
the people demand your assembling at the Old South Meeting-house 
precisely at two o'clock, at which time the bells will ring." 

The Sons of Freedom accordingly met at the Old South, 
and adjourned till Thursday, the 16th inst. 

Dec. 16. — The Sons of Freedom mustered according to 
adjournment. The people ordered Mr. Rotch, owner of 
Captain Hall's ship, to make a demand for a clearance, of Mr. 
Harrison, the Collector of the Customs (and there was refused 
a clearance for his ship). The body desired Mr. Rotch to 
protest against the Custom House, and apply to the Governor 
for his pass for the Castle. He applied accordingly, and the 
Governor refused to give him one. The people, finding all 
their efforts useless to preserve the East-India Company's tea, 
at night dissolved the meeting. But behold what followed ! 
The same evening, a number of brave men (some say Indians), 
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in less than three hours, emptied every chest of tea, on board 
the ships commanded by Captains Hall, Bruce, and Coffin, 
into the sea (amounting to 342 chests). 

1774. 

Jan. 1. — Last evening, a number of persons went over 
to Dorchester, and brought from thence part of a chest of 
tea that a man there had taken up at the time the Indians 
destroyed the tea, — on the 16th of December, 1773, — and 
burnt it on our Common the same evening. 

Jan. 20. — There were three barrels of Bohea tea burnt in 
King Street ; weight about 7 cwt. 

March 6. — Captain Benjamin Gorham, nine weeks from 
London, brought 28|- chests of Bohea tea consigned to 
several persons here. 

March 7. — This evening, a number of Indians — as is said, 
of his Majesty of Oknookortunkogg tribe — emptied every 
chest into the dock, and destroyed the whole 28J chests. 

May 10. — Captain Shayler, five weeks from London, brought 
news of this harbor being shut up by Act of Parliament of 
Great Britain. 

May 13. — Captain Barns, five weeks from London ; and 
Lyde, from Bristol. H. M. ship " Lively," from London, with 
General Gage on board. 

Town-meeting to consider what measures are proper to be 
taken under our public affairs; more especially relative to 
the late edict blocking up the harbor of Boston, and annihi- 
lating the same. A Committee was chosen to go to several 
towns. Mr. P. Revere was chosen to go express to New York 
and Philadelphia. 

May 17. — Governor Thomas Hutchinson, that bad gov- 
ernor, — superseded by Thomas Gage, Esq., who arrived last 
Friday, — dined with Gage at Faneuil Hall, with a large 
company. 
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June 1. — Governor Hutchinson, his son and daughter, 
sailed for London in Captain Callahan. Port of Boston, by 
the cruel edict of the British Parliament, is shut up. Three 
transports, with troops on board, arrived in Nantasket Eoad, 
last night, from London. 

June 14. — The Fourth, or King's Own Regiment, landed 
at Long Wharf, and marched to the Common, where they 
encamped. 

June 15. — The Forty-third Regiment landed at Long 
Wharf, and marched to the Common, and there encamped. 
Most of the stores on Long Wharf are now shut up. Thus 
are we surrounded with fleet and army. The harbor is shut 
up, all navigation has ceased, and not one topsail vessel to be 
seen but those of our enemies. Oh, let not posterity forget 
our sufferings ! 

July 1. — Admiral Graves arrived with his fleet from 
London. More transports arrived from Ireland with the 
Fifth and Thirty-eighth Regiments. 

July 2. — Artillery from Castle William landed with eight 
brass cannon, and encamped on the Common. 

258 sheep given for the relief of this town by the town 
of Windham in Connecticut. 

July 4. — The Thirty-eighth Regiment landed at Hancock's 
Wharf, and encamped on the Common. 

July 5. — The Fifth Regiment landed at Long Wharf, and 
encamped on the Common. 

July 8. — About this time arrived three wagon-loads of 
grain, from the towns of Groton, Pepperell, and Wrentham, 
for the poor of this town ; and this day 105 sheep, from our 
worthy friends in Pomfret, for the like purpose, 

Aug. 2. — This morning, arrived in town 11 loads of table 
fish, from our worthy friends of Marblehead, — 224 quintals, — 
for the poor of this town ; and a quintal of oil ; and £40, 
lawful money, in cash. 

Aug. 6. — The " Scarborough " man-of-war arrived, nine 
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weeks from England. Three transports (p.m.) from Halifax, 
• — with the Fifty-ninth Regiment on board, and a company 
of artillery with brass cannon, — eight days out. The Fifty- 
ninth Regiment landed at Salem, and there encamped. 

Aug. 7. — Three transports from New York with the 
Royal Regiment of Welsh Fusileers, and a detachment 
of Royal Artillery, and a quantity of ordnance stores. 

Aug. 8. — Company of artillery landed, and encamped on 
the Common. 

Aug. 9. — This morning, the Regiment of Welsh Fusileers 
(or Twenty-third) landed at Long Wharf, and encamped on 
Fort Hill. 

Aug. 13. — Arrived in town 376 sheep, from our sj^m- 
pathizing brethren of Lebanon in Connecticut, for the benefit 
of the poor of this distressed town. 

Aug. 27. — Several presents from our brethren in the 
country. ^6290 cash from Norwich and cash from many 
others this week. 

Aug. 30. — This day, the Superior Court was holden here. 
When the court was seated, the grand jurors, one and all, 
refused to be sworn. The petit were then called for : they 
likewise refused to be sworn in. Some said their reason 
was, that Peter Oliver, Esq., Chief-Justice of that court, stood 
impeached by the late Honorable House of Representatives 
of this Province, in their own name and in the name of the 
Province, of divers high crimes and misdemeanors. 

Sept. 1. — This morning, half-after four, about 260 troops 
embarked on board 13 boats at the Long Wharf, and pro- 
ceeded up Mystic River to Temple's Farm; where they landed, 
and went to the powder-house on Quarry Hill, in Charles- 
town bounds ; from whence they have taken 250 half-barrels 
of gunpowder (the whole store there), and carried it to the 
Castle. A detachment of this corps went to Cambridge, and 
brought off two field-pieces. 
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Sept. 2. — Prom these several hostile appearances, the 
county of Middlesex took the alarm, and, last evening, 
began to collect in large bodies, with their arms, provisions, 
and ammunition, &c. This morning, some thousand of them 
advanced to Cambridge, armed only with sticks. The 
Committee of Cambridge sent express to Charlestown, 
who communicated the intelligence to Boston; and their 
respective Committees proceeded to Cambridge without 
delay. Thomas Oliver, S. Danforth, T. Lee, made declara- 
tion and resignation of a seat in the new-constituted Council, 
which satisfied the body. At sunset, they began to return 
home. 

Sept. 3. — This afternoon, four large field-pieces were 
dragged from the Common by the soldiery, and placed at 
the only entrance into this town by land. The " Lively " 
frigate, of twenty guns, came to her mooring, in the ferry-way 
between Boston and Charlestown. 

Sept 15. — Last night, all the cannon in the North Battery 
were spiked up. It is said to be done by about 100 men, 
who came in boats from the man-of-war in this harbor. 

Sept. 17. — Last night, towns-people took four brass can- 
non from the gun-house near the Common. 

Sept. 19. — Most of our town-carpenters, with a number 
from the country, are now employed in building barracks for 
the army. Hundreds of the soldiers are now employed in 
repairing and mantling the fortification at the entrance of 
the town. The Fifty-ninth Regiment, with a number of the 
other soldiery, are now throwing up an intrenchment on 
the Neck. 

Sept. 26. — All the carpenters of the town and country 
(this morning), that were employed in building barracks for 
the soldiery, left oif work at the barracks. 

Sept. 28. — This day, a thousand bushels of grain arrived 
at Salem, from Quebec, for the use of the poor in this town. 
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This day, Joseph Scott, Esq., has given his countrymen great 
uneasiness by selling the troops two large cannon, and a 
great quantity of cannon-balls and other implements of war. 

Oct. 10. — A number of fat cattle arrived in town from 
our brethren of Lebanon, in the Colony of Connecticut. 

Oct. 12. — The " Rose " man-of-war arrived here from 
Newfoundland with three companies of the Sixty-fifth Regi- 
ment. 

Oct. 14. — The three companies of the Sixty-fifth Regi- 
ment landed this morning, and are now in barracks in King 
Street. 

Oct. 18. — Captain Brown arrived at Salem with a gene- 
rous donation from our brethren of the county of Monmouth 
in New Jersey, consisting of 1,200 bushels rye and 50 barrels 
of rye flour. 

Oct. 19. — Captain Boyd is arrived at Salem from Hartford 
in Connecticut, and has brought about 900 bushels grain for 
the poor of this town. 

Oct. 22. — This morning, at seven o'clock, after three days' 
illness, Mr. William Molineaux died, in the fifty-eighth year 
of his age ; a true son of liberty and of America. It may with 
truth be said of this friend, that he died a martyr to the 
interest of America. His watchfulness, labors, and distresses, 
to promote the general interest, produced an inflammation 
of the bowels, of which he perished. " Oh, save my country. 
Heaven ! " he said, and died. 

A drove of sheep arrived in town from our brethren of 
Scituate, in the Colony of Rhode Island. 

Oct. 23. — This day, four transports arrived here from 
New York with a company of Royal Artillery, a large 
quantity of ordnance and stores for Castle William, three 
companies of the Royal Regiment of Ireland, or the Eigh- 
teenth Regiment, and the Forty-seventh Regiment, on board. 

Oct. 29. — Arrived here several transports, with troops on 
board, from Quebec ; the Tenth and Fifty-second Regiments. 
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Nov. 2. — This evening, 400 or 500 pounds of Bohea and 
green tea was burnt in Charlestown. 

Nov. 18. — Lately arrived in town, as a free gift, 150 sheep 
from the town of Smithfield, and 57 from Johnstone, and 122 
from Scituate in Rhode Island, and 250 from Stonington in 
Connecticut. 

Nov. 19. — The following donations have arrived in the 
course of this week : Prom Candy Parish, in the Province 
of New Hampshire, £d lawful money and 84 sheep; from 
Concord, on Pennecook River, New Hampshire, 30 bushels 
of pease ; from Rehoboth, £14 money ; from Rehoboth and 
East Greenwich, 112 sheep; from Tiverton, 72 sheep; from 
Glastonbury, 160 bushels grain; from Southington, 150 bushels 
ditto ; from Weathersfield, 73 bushels ditto ; from Middleton, 
1,080 bushels ditto ; and from Mr. Samuel Moody, schoolmaster 
at Newbury Palls, five guineas. 

Dec. 3. — Donations received the last week : From the 
county of Litchfield in Connecticut, £19. 3s. money and 51 
head of cattle ; from Colchester, 94 sheep and five cattle ; 
from Pairfield, 750 bushels grain ; and from Mr. Sylvanus 
Hare of Petersham, 11 quarters of mutton, 123 pounds 
weight. 

Dec. 17. — This day, the " Boyne " man-of-war, of 64 guns, 
and the "Asia," of 60 guns, lately arrived below, came up 
into the harbor, and are at anchor within musket-shot of the 
town. 

Dec. 19. — This morning, the " Somerset " man-of-war, 
of 64 guns, arrived in this harbor. 



Mr. Ellis exhibited the original commission of Sir 
William Peperell to be Major-General. 

Mr. EvEEETT exhibited the Washington Cane, which 
was presented to him at Richmond, — one of the two 
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canes mentioned in Washington's will, and which had 
never been out of the possession of members of his 
family till two years ago. 

A curious manuscript of Franklin, — a sort of com- 
monplace-book, — and also a photograph of Washing- 
ton, from the original miniature from life, — in posses- 
sion of Miss A. Robertson, — executed by Archibald 
Robertson, in Philadelphia, in December, 1791, and 
January, 1792, — were also exhibited by Mr. Everett. 

Mr. QuiNCY said that the communication of Mi-. 
Sparks recalled to his memory an anecdote relating 
to the period to which the diary referred. A public 
meeting was called in Boston to consider what was to 
be done in view of the scarcity of provisions, amounting 
even to famine. Some patriots proposed a public table, 
and nominated Josiah Quincy to bring the proposition 
before the people. He did so. The proposition was 
not well received. Few supported it. Some expressed 
their disapprobation by hisses and rude noises. Mr. 
Adams rose, apparently irritated, and said, " Mr. Mode- 
rator, when I perceive the unhandsome manner in which 
the patriotic proposition of my friend has been met, I 
am forcibly reminded of the lines of MUton on his 
detractors, — 



' I did but prompt the age to quit their clogs 
By the known rules of ancient liberty ; 
When straight a barbarous noise environs me 
Of owls and cuckoos, asses, apes, and dogs.' " 
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